THE  NINETEENTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 


Rural  District  of  Stratford  &  Wolverton 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 


Geo.  Barlow,  Printer,  Stony  Stratford. 


ST  ON  Y  SIRA  TFORD , 

April  i8th,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  of  Stratford  and,  Wolverton. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  forward  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Rural 


District  of  Stratford  and  Wolverton  for  the  year  1913,  with  tables  of  sickness 
and  mortality.  Copies  of  the  report  will  be  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Hoard,  Bucks  County  Council,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Home 
Department,  as  regards  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 


District  Founded  in  1894. 

STATISTICS. 


Area 

Population  (1911  Census) 
Estimated  population  ... 


4,459  acres. 
10,427. 


10,890. 


Births,  188:  Males  95,  Females  93  ;  including  2  males  and  1  female 
illegitimate. 

Birth  rate,  17*2  per  1000. 

Deaths  in  the  district,  94  (one  a  non-resident  male)  :  Males  50, 
Females  44.  Death  rate,  8’6. 

Deaths,  including  transferable  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  103. 
Nett  Death  rate,  g’4. 

Infant  mortality  under  one  year,  3rgi  per  1000  births. 


For  England  and  Wales. 


Birth  rate 
Death  rate 
Infant  mortality 


9  ]-  per  1000  of  the  population. 


137  l 


109  to  1000  births. 
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Vital  Statistics. — The  general  health  of  the  district  compares  most 
favourably  with  that  of  previous  years,  the  nett  death  rate  of  the  district  being 
9'4  as  compared  with  11*5  last  year — a  decrease  of  2  per  1000.  As  last  year 
the  total  number  of  people  dying  over  the  age  of  65  was  considerable,  viz.,  51 
out  of  103,  and  of  these  51,  19  were  over  the  age  of  80.  There  were  two  cases 
of  suicide  and  seven  cases  of  violent  death,  one  of  these  latter  being  a  new  born 
child  found  drowned  in  the  canal.  Four  persons  died  in  Northampton 
Hospital,  two  in  Stone  Asylum,  and  four  in  the  Union  Workhouse.  The  infant 
mortality  has  decreased  enormously,  only  six  deaths  being  registered,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  ji'gi  per  1000  births,  which  is  three  and  a  half  times  less  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious 
disease  during  1913,  only  26  cases  being  notified,  the  lowest  on  record,  and  of 
these  57  per  cent,  were  cases  of  Erysipelas. 


Scarlet  Fever. — Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  one  in  Wolverton 
and  six  in  Stratford,  and  there  was  no  death. 


Diphtheria.— Three  cases,  one  in  Stratford  and  two  in  Wolverton.  The 
Stratford  case  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  district.  The  origin  of  the 
Wolverton  cases  is  doubtful,  though  in  the  first  case  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  house  were  most  unsatisfactory,  but  have  since  been  remedied.  In  the 
second  case  no  swab  was  taken  from  the  throat.  The  Council  supplies  anti¬ 
toxin  for  the  poorer  inhabitants,  and  the  diagnosis  is  confirmed  by  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination.  School  children  who  have  had  the  disease,  or  been  excluded 
for  suspicious  sore  throat,  are  not  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  a  negative 
swab  has  been  obtained  from  the  throat.  No  such  action  is  taken  in  the  case  of 
adults,  and  I  consider  that  a  negative  swab  in  all  cases  would  be  advisable. 


Erysipelas. —  Sixteen  cases  were  notified,  three  in  Stratford,  one  in  Calver- 
ton,  and  12  in  Wolverton. 


Measles. — No  cases. 


Typhoid  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified  in  Stratford  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  first  probably  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  district,  but  no 
definite  cause  was  found  for  the  second  case.  Both  were  very  mild  cases. 


In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  disinfectants  and  instructions  are  supplied, 
and  when  necessary  the  houses  are  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Tuberculosis. — Since  February  ist,  1913,  all  forms  of  this  disease  are  now 
compulsorily  notifiable  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1912,  w  hich  revokes  the  Regulations  of  1908  and  1911.  There  were  18  cases 
notified,  n  pulmonary  (of  whom  5  died)  and  7  others,  though  the  total  number 
dying  during  the  year  was  n,  5  in  Stratford,  5  in  Wolverton,  and  one  at  an 
Institution  outside  the  district.  All  cases  are  visited  and  literature  supplied, 
and  a  record  is  kept  of  treatment  and  results.  Details  of  the  patients’  work 
and  house  conditions  are  in  all  cases  sent  to  the  Count}’  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
who  visits  the  patients,  or  sees  them  at  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  at  the 
request  of  the  medical  practitioner.  There  is  no  Hospital  nor  Sanatorium  in 
the  district.  Rooms  occupied  by  a  patient  dying  from  the  disease  are  in  the 
majority  of  cases  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 


Small  Pox. — Provision  for  this  disease  is  made  in  a  Joint  Hospital  in  the 
Newport  Pagnell  district.  Early  in  the  year  an  inquiry  was  held  as  the  result 
of  a  report  of  the  County  M.O.H.  of  an  enquiry  made  by  him  as  to  the 
necessity  for  an  Isolation  Hospital  being  established,  and  a  Committee  was 
formed  known  as  the  North  Bucks  Small  Pox  Hospital  Joint  Committee. 
This  consists  of  members  of  the  respective  Councils  (below  mentioned),  wffio 


shall  be  appointed  annually  as  follows : — 

Newport  Pagnell  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stratford  and  Wolverton  R.D.C.  ...  3 

Buckingham  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Winslow  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Potterspury  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bletchley  Urban  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Newport  Pagnell  Urban  ...  ...  ...  2 

Buckingham  Town  Council  ...  ...  2 


—  21 

The  limit  of  expenditure  not  to  exceed  £250  on  any  one  contract  without  the 
sanction  of  the  appointing  Councils.  The  actual  cost  of  the  patients  is  to  be 
borne  by  each  Authority,  in  whose  district  cases  occur,  pro  rata. 


Adopted  Acts. — Vide  separate  sheet. 


Army  Manoeuvres. — During  the  latter  part  of  August  and  early  September 
the  4th  Division  of  the  Army  was  encamped  in  the  district,  at  Wolverton  and 
Old  Wolverton.  The  general  health  of  the  troops  was  excellent  and  no  case  of 
infectious  disease  was  notified  during  their  stay.  The  sanitary  arrangements 
and  cleanliness  of  the  camps  w’ere  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  be  conducted  round  one  of  the  camps  by  the  Senior  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Division,  who  pointed  out  the  chief  features  connected  with  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  a  stationary  camp. 
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Physical  Features  of  the  District. — The  district  may  be  described  as 
undulating,  and  its  elevation  above  sea  level  ranges  from  339  feet  in  Calverton 
to  212  feet  in  Stratford.  It  is  fairly  dry  with  the  exception  of  those  parts 
which  are  adjacent  to  the  River  Ouse,  w  hich  forms  the  boundary  of  the  district 
on  the  north  and  west,  as  they  are  liable  to  be  flooded  after  heavy  rains.  The 
Grand  Junction  Canal  runs  through  a  small  part  of  the  district.  The  general 
condition  of  the  population  is  healthy  and  fairly  prosperous.  The  chief 
occupations  are  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Carriage  Works, 
w  here  about  5,000  are  employed,  and  Messrs.  McCorquodale’s  Envelope  Works, 
where  about  700,  mostly  women  and  girls,  find  employment  :  both  these  works 
are  in  Wolverton. 


Housing. — With  the  exception  of  some  of  the  older  properties  in  Stony 
Stratford  and  the  Railway  Company’s  houses  at  Wolverton,  the  housing 
accommodation  of  the  district  is  particularly  good.  In  Wolverton  a  considerable 
number  of  the  householders  (wdth  the  assistance  of  the  local  Building  Societies) 
have  become  freeholders,  and  many  of  the  houses  are  fitted  up  with  bath  rooms 
and  up-to-date  sanitary  appliances.  As  to  sufficiency  it  must  be  remembered 
that  in  Wolverton  the  demand  for  houses  varies  with  the  amount  of  new  work 
wffiich  the  Railway  Company  have  in  hand  at  any  particular  time,  wffiich  is  of 
course  a  somew'hat  uncertain  quantity,  and  any  reduction  of  hands  by  the 
Company  would  mean  a  considerable  number  of  empty  houses.  There  appears 
to  be  very  little  overcrowding  in  the  district  judging  by  the  very  few  cases 
which  are  either  reported  or  discovered  in  the  course  of  inspection.  During 
the  year  34  new  buildings  were  erected  in  this  district,  including  27  cottages, 
and  there  are  several  other  dw^elling-houses  in  course  of  construction.  The 
building  byelaw's  in  force  in  the  district  are  considered  to  be  somewhat 
stringent,  and  I  understand  that  the  Council  propose  to  revise  them  as  soon  as 
the  Committee  appointed  to  go  into  the  matter  have  had  time  to  consider  the 
evidence  and  present  a  report.  So  far  as  the  administration  of  the  Act  is 
concerned  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  with  the  amount  of  legal  training 
which  Inspectors  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  have  had  it  must  have  taken 
some  time  for  them  to  become  properly  acquainted  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  and  their  powers  and  duties  under  the  different  sections  ;  indeed  it 
would  appear  that  an  over  zealous  official  might  easily  secure  the  closing  and 
demolition  of  cottages  which  by  ordinary  general  repairs  could  be  rendered  fit 
for  habitation.  This  district,  although  rural  in  name,  is  for  the  most  part 
strictly  urban  in  character,  consisting  as  it  practically  does  of  two  towns,  the 
one  with  a  much  larger  population  than  some  urban  districts.  Consequently 
a  considerable  number  of  the  houses,  although  occupied  by  the  working 
classes,  are  above  the  rental  specified  in  section  14,  and  section  15  cannot 
apparently  be  applied  to  them.  A  further  difficulty  is  introduced  in  the  case  of 
a  house  wffiich  (although  let  at  a  rental  not  exceeding  £16)  was  occupied  by 
the  present  tenant  before  the  passing  of  the  Act.  Again  every  Inspector  must 
experience  considerable  difficulty  in  deciding  when  a  house  is  or  is  not  fit  for 
habitation,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  no  two  Inspectors  would  agree  in 
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drawing  the  line  of  demarcation.  While  the  Act  does  undoubtedly  help  the 
Local  Authority  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  houses  in  their  district,  it 
imposes  no  legal  obligation  on  the  tenant  to  keep  the  house  clean,  and 
although,  happily,  there  are  few  such  cases  in  this  district,  there  are  some 
people  who  apparently  have  a  dread  of  anything  clean  and  sanitary.  At  the 
present  time  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  necessity  for  the  Council  to 
undertake  any  Housing  Scheme,  the  Radcliffe  Trustees,  who  own  most  of  the 
land  available  for  building  purposes,  being  ready  to  lay  out  new  streets  when 
satisfied  that  there  is  a  real  demand  for  more  houses. 


Supervision  over  the  Erection  of  New  Houses. — Plans,  sections,  etc.,  in 
conformity  with  the  byelaws  in  force  in  the  district,  have  to  be  submitted  to 
and  approved  by  the  Local  Authority  before  any  new  property  can  be  erected  ; 
the  buildings  are  also  periodically  inspected  during  erection,  and  any  deviation 
from  the  approved  plans  or  contravention  of  the  byelaws  is  immediately 
reported  to  the  Council. 


Water  Supply. — Wolverton  is  supplied  w  ith  w  ater  by  the  Railway  Company 
and  a  constant  supply  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year ;  the  water, 
though  very  hard,  appears  to  be  sufficient  in  quantity  and  of  satisfactory 
quality. —  The  Stony  Stratford  water  supply  is  in  the  hands  of  the  District 
Council,  and  is  derived  from  water  bearing  sands  at  the  bottom  of  the  oolitic 
formation.  The  adequacy  of  the  supply  was  put  to  a  somewhat  severe  test 
during  the  Army  Manoeuvres  at  the  end  of  last  summer,  when  nearly  30,000 
gallons  per  day  were  supplied  to  the  M ilitary  Camps.  From  time  to  time  the 
water  has  been  analysed,  and  the  analyst’s  reports  have  shewm  the  water  to  be 
uniformly  good.  A  constant  supply  is  always  maintained. — At  Calverton  the 
water  is  taken  from  shallow  wells,  but  these  have  been  reconstructed  and  pro¬ 
tected  in  such  a  way  as  to  minimise  the  danger  from  surface  pollution.  Both 
wells  are  properly  covered.  The  well  at  Upper  Weald  contains  sulphur  com¬ 
pounds,  which  give  it  a  distinct  taste  and  slight  smell,  but  the  compounds  are 
harmless.  The  character  of  the  w  ater  has  been  improved  by  ventilating  the 
well. 


Milk  Supply. — There  are  26  dairymen  and  purveyors  of  milk  on  the 
Register,  but  many  of  these  are  non-resident  in  the  district.  The  milkshops 
are  visited  periodically,  and  an  improvement  was  noticed  in  the  manner  of 
storing  the  milk  while  on  the  premises,  although  the  practice  of  retailing  milk 
in  uncovered  cans  still  prevails.  Most  of  the  cowsheds  in  this  district  have 
been  remodelled  during  the  last  few  years  and  are  up-to-date  in  every  respect, 
including  lighting,  ventilation,  and  drainage,  and  all  were  found  on  inspection 
to  be  clean.  The  condition  of  the  yards  adjoining  the  cowsheds  cannot  be 
considered  as  entirely  satisfactory  ;  the  cows  are,  however,  habitually  grazed 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 


f 


8 

Other  Foods. — The  slaughter-houses  are  not  registered,  but  are  visited  twice 
a  year  by  the  Inspector,  and  all  particulars  entered  in  his  note-book.  Generally 
speaking  they  are  kept  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  but  complaints  were 
received  in  two  instances  as  to  nuisance  during  the  removal  of  manure,  and  the 
occupiers  have  been  requested  to  see  that  this  work  is  done  and  finished  early 
in  the  morning  in  future.  The  markets  and  shops  are  also  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Inspector. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — The  supervision  of  the  food  supplies  under 
this  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Authorities. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. — With  the  exception  of  some  few  houses  in 
Calverton  and  the  village  of  Old  Wolverton  the  whole  district  is  properly 
drained  and  sewered.  The  outfall  works  at  Wolverton  are  at  such  a  level  that 
a  purely  gravitation  scheme  is  possible.  The  treatment  is  on  biological  lines, 
the  works  consisting  of  receiving,  detritus,  and  settlement  tanks  with  graded 
biological  filters  and  land  beds.  At  Stony  Stratford  the  treatment  is  very 
similar,  but  in  this  case  the  whole  of  the  sewage  has  to  be  lifted  before 
treatment. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. — In  December  last  a  complaint  was 
received  from  the  occupier  of  Wolverton  Mill  as  to  a  deposit  found  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  and  the  weir  below  the  Stony  Stratford  outfall  works.  A  sample 
of  the  deposit  was  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  Bucks  for  microscopical 
examination  and  analysis.  The  Analyst’s  report  shewed  the  deposit  to  be 
inoffensive  and  of  vegetable  origin.  At  the  same  time  a  sample  of  the  river 
water  taken  just  below  the  outfall  and  immediately  above  the  weir  was  sent  for 
analysis,  and  the  report  concluded  with  the  following  words:  “The  water  is  in 
a  satisfactory  condition  and  entirely  free  from  objectionable  or  offensive 
characters.-’ 


Excrement  Disposal. — In  the  truly  rural  portions  of  Calverton  and  Old 
Wolverton,  and  in  the  case  of  isolated  farm  houses,  pail  closets  are  in  use,  but 
the  water  carnage  system  with  outfall  works  has  been  adopted  for  the  remainder 
of  the  District. 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — This  work  is  undertaken  by  the 
District  Council  both  at  Stony  Stratford  and  Wolverton,  and  no  complaints 
were  received  during  the  year  in  either  case.  As  mentioned  in  last  year's 
report,  the  adoption  of  properly  covered  sanitary  dust  bins  in  place  of  the  old 
wooden  tubs  and  boxes  now  in  use  would  tend  materially  to  improve  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district.  At  Wolverton  the  ultimate  disposal  of  the 
refuse  is  carried  out  in  a  destructor  of  the  front  shovel-fed  type  by  Messrs. 
Meldrum  Bros. 
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Nuisances. — Only  28  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  but  a 
considerable  number  of  nuisances  were  detected  during  the  course  of  inspection. 
A  summons  was  taken  out  with  reference  to  one  very  bad  case  of  overcrowding 
and  a  conviction  obtained.  Further  particulars  of  nuisances  dealt  with  will  be 
found  in  the  Inspector’s  report  herewith. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. — The  residents  of  Wolverton  and  Stratford  are 
somew  hat  fortunate  in  having  excellent  schools,  three  of  them  of  most  modern 
type  with  lofty  rooms  and  exceptionally  good  lighting  and  ventilation.  All 
may  be  said  to  be  in  perfect  sanitary  condition,  and  each  has  an  adequate 
supply  of  water.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district  is  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  visits  all  the  schools  at  least  once  during  each 
term.  The  Master  or  Headmistress,  as  the  case  may  be,  notifies  the  M.O.H. 
of  the  absence  of  any  scholar  from  infectious  disease. 


Factories  and  Workshops  Act. — There  are  now  21  Factories  and  52  Work¬ 
shops  on  the  register,  and  all  are  periodically  inspected.  A  number  of  defects 
were  found  during  the  year,  including — 

No  separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes 
No  sanitary  accommodation  provided 
Defective  and  insanitary  W.C.  pans 

Workshops  requiring  limewashing  ...  ...  2  ,, 

Dirty  W.C.  pan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  case. 


2  cases. 

1  case. 

2  cases. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  only  Common  Lodging  House  in  the 
district  was  visited  four  times.  An  improvement  in  the  ventilation  of  some  of 
the  bedrooms  was  made  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Only  male  lodgers  are  taken. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

DOUGLAS  W.  A.  BULL,  M.B.,  B.C.  (Cantab.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during-  1913  and  previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year.  ! 

Births. 

Nett. 

Totai,  Deaths 
Registered 
IN  THE 

District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

of  Non¬ 
resident 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

of  Resi¬ 
dents  not 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

Under  1  Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

N  um¬ 
ber. 

Rate. 

N  um¬ 
ber. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

N  um¬ 
ber. 

Rate. 

1908  ... 

9018 

260 

27-3 

106 

Ill 

15 

57-6 

106 

Ill 

1909  ... 

9676 

243 

25'1 

115 

11-8 

19 

78-1 

115 

11-8 

1910  ... 

9830 

208 

21-1 

83 

8-4 

10 

48-0 

83 

8-4 

1911  ... 

10427 

177 

16-9 

82 

7-8 

1 

9 

14 

79-09 

90 

8-6 

1912  ... 

10656 

178 

16-7 

112 

1005 

11 

12 

68-18 

123 

11-5 

1913  ... 

10890 

188 

17-2 

94 

8-6 

1 

10 

6 

31-91 

103 

9'4 

TABLE  II.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 


number  of  cases  notified 

lotai  cases  notified 

At  Ages — Years 

in  each  locality 

Total  cases 

Notifiable  Disease 

At  all 
Ages 

Under 

1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
45 

45  to 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Stony 

Stratford 

Wolv’rton 

Calverton 

removed  tc 
Hospital 

Small  Pox 

Cholera 

Plague  ... 

Diphtheria  (including  Membra- 

nous  croup) 

3 

. 

i 

2 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

16 

i 

7 

5 

•J 

’> 

3 

12 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

7 

6 

i 

6 

1 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

2 

1 

i 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

‘j 

•  ) 

4 

3 

1 

3 

8 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

7 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

5 

4 

Totals 

46 

1 

10 

8 

14 

9 

4 

17 

28 

1 

6 

TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1913 


NETT  DEATHS  AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF 
“residents”  WHETHER  OCCURRING 
WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  TIIE  DISTRICT. 


'Z  U  H 

O  H  ° 

*  z  5 

_  h  -  c«  H 

S  C  J,  ia  2 

~  a 
Si 


Causes  of  Death. 

y! 

< 

< 

Under 

1  year 

1  and 

under  2 

2  and 

under  5 

z  Z 

O  c 

•c 

"5  T'l 

”  aj 

5 

25  and 

under  45. 

a> 

$  g 

65  and 

upwards. 

5  «  r  ~  « 

S  cb;  3 
*3  H  H  co  H 

r-  S  a  ^  g 

?  Q  H 

H  ^  n  Q  93 

c/5  2  55 

« s  1 

f  Certified 

103 

^\11  C8.U8CS  {  tt  ,  •  n  i 

1  Uncertified  ... 

Enteric  Fever 

Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza  ... 

1 

, 

, 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

s 

. 

i 

3 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

L 

1 

l 

Cancer,  malignant,  disease 

10 

6 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

y 

, 

2 

7 

Bronchitis  ... 

5 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

f> 

1 

1 

2 

i 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs 

'> 

l 

i 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

2 

l 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver... 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

t; 

. 

5 

L 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  ot 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

tion,  including  Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

7 

i 

i 

3 

2 

Suicide 

2 

i 

l 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

37 

1 

2 

4 

30 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

Totals  . 

103 

G 

1 

3 

3 

3 

S 

28 

51 

Sub-entries  i  Lobar  Pneumonia. .. 
abovefigures  (  Undefined  Pneumonia 


TABLE  IY. 


Infant  Mortality  during  the  year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under 

1  year  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1 

week 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

under 

1  month 

1-3 

m  nths 

3-6 

in  nths 

6-9 

m  nths 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1  year 

.  , ,  f  Certified . 

All  causes  <  TT  ,.£  , 

|  Uncertified. 

Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 

i 

i 

Erysipelas  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

i 

i 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

i 

i 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis  ... 

Congenital  Malformations. . . 
Premature  birth 

i 

i 

i 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

l 

i 

Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

l 

i 

i 

Totals 

2 

2 

2 

2 

G 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


{ 


legitimate  - 
illegitimate 


93  Males, 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


{ 


legitimate  infants 
illegitimate  infants 


92  Females 

.1  „ 

- 1  6 
-  0 
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List  of  Sections  of  Adoptive  Acts  in  force 
in  the  District. 


Sections  157  and  158,  and  Sub-Section  (1)  of  Section  160  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  relating  to  Building  Byelaws  and 
Naming  Streets  and  Numbering  Houses. 

Section  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  relating  to  the 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing  of  Streets. 

Section  49  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
relating  to  power  to  charge  certain  expenses  as  “Special 
Expenses." 

Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  relating  to  the 

Erection  of  Public  Conveniences. 

Section  45  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  relating  to  the 

Erection  of  a  Refuse  Destructor. 
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Summary  of  work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year  ended  31st,  December,  1913. 


Housing,  Town  Planning,  <&c.,  Act,  1908. 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Section  17.  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  3 

Closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  closed  (a)  after  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

House  made  habitable  (after  being  closed)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Section  18.  Demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  demolished — pulled  down  by  owner  after  demolition 

orders  had  been  made  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Section  15.  Notices  served  (a)  formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Houses  made  habitable  (cleansed  and  repaired  after  notice)  20 

Nuisances  (Public  Health  Acts). 

Inspections  (not  included  above)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

,,  abated  (a)  by  persons  responsible  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

„  (b)  by  Council  in  default  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  Nuisances  (not  included  above). 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains,  W.C.’s,  Privies,  Eto. 

New  Work. 

Drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

W.C.’s  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Earth  closets,  pail  closets,  or  privies  constructed  ...  ...  ...  — 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Old  Work. 

Drains  (a)  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

(b)  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(c)  Relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ...  ...  ...  14 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Water  Supply. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without) 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  (a)  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  bad  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Wells  (a)  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

YV ells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  — 

Certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


In 


Food. 

Seizures  of  unsound  food 

Food  surrendered  (details  separately) 


Slaughter  Houses. 

On  Register  (not  registered) 

Inspections 

Carcasses  examined  (no  records  kept) 

Defects  found 

„  remedied  ... 

Bakehouses. 

On  register 
Inspections 
Defects  found 

remedied  ... 

Da  iries,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Dairymen  and  purveyors  of  milk  on  register 
Cowkeepers  on  register  ... 

Inspections 
Defects  found 

„  remedied  ... 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

On  register —Factories  21,  Workshops  62 

Inspections 

Defects  found 

„  remedied  ... 

Complaints  received  from  Home  Office  ... 
Outworkers  on  register 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

On  register 
Inspections 
Defects  found 

,,  remedied  . 

Contravention  of  Byelaws 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  paid 
Houses  disinfected 


/ 


ns 


Details  of  Food  Surrendered. 


1913.  Feb.  24.  2  Tins  Peaches 

1  Tin  Nestle’s  Milk 
10  Tins  Sardines 

3  „  Tomatoes 

2  „  Salmon 

1  Jar  Cabbage 

May  19.  4  Tins  Salmon 

1  Tin  Tomatoes 
1  ,,  Apricots 

1  „  Pine  Apple 

2  Tins  Sardines 

3  Baking  Powders 
2  Tins  Pickles 

1  Bottle  Sauce 


Sept.  16.  4  Tins  Tomatoes 

1  Tin  Apricots 

1  ,,  Tomato  Sauce 
3  Tins  Lobster 

3  „  Pine  Apple 

2  ,,  Salmon 

Dec.  13.  8  Tins  Salmon 

3  ,,  Tomatoes 

3  ,,  Pine  Apple 

2  „  Sardines 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLE. 

Statement  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
Districts)  Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of 
dwelling-houses  under  Section  17  (1)  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 


1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Section  ... 

Number  of  such  dwelling-houses  which  were  con- 

138 

56 

104 

166 

sidered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unlit  for  human  habitation 

*4 

1 

4 

3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  rep- 

resentations  were  made  to  the  local  authority  with 
a  view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders 

4 

3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  made  by  the  local  authority  ... 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

... 

3 

3 

remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ... 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making 

35 

44 

69 

38 

of  closing  orders,  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation 
General  character  of  the  defects  found  : — 

... 

+1 

... 

(a)  Drainage  defects  ... 

2 

1 

22 

O 

(b)  Closet  accommodation,  insufficient  or  defective... 

(c)  Water  supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution 

9 

2 

16 

6 

(d)  Insufficient  circulation  of  air 

(e)  Dampness  ... 

3 

11 

26 

10 

(f)  Insufficient  light  ... 

1 

1 

(g)  Dirty  by  landlords’  default 

(h)  Dirty  by  tenants’  default 

10 

18 

15 

17 

(i)  Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  tenant 

1 

1 

(j)  Insufficient  paving 

1 

9 

13 

(k)  Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal 

2 

(1)  Internal  defects,  walls,  ceilings,  floors  ... 

3 

5 

4 

6 

(m)  Defective  roofs  or  gutters  and  down  pipes 

21 

5 

16 

4 

(n)  Overcrowding  .  . 

2 

2 

1 

*  Closed  by  Landlord  after  complaint  as  to  condition, 
f  After  being  closed  by  Landlord. 


18 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  various  Departments  connected  with 
the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 


STONY  STRATFORD. 

(1)  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  work  of  overhauling  the  engines  and  pumps  was  finished  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  the  whole  of  the  machinery  has  been  working 
satisfactorily  since.  A  new  sludge  pump  will,  however,  be  required  before 
long. 

Some  new  distributing  troughs  were  put  to  the  filters  and  their  con¬ 
dition  otherwise  considerably  improved  ;  other  new  troughs  will  be  put  in 
this  year. 

Practically  the  only  difficulty  experienced  at  the  works  during  the 
year  was  in  the  drying  and  ultimate  disposal  of  the  sludge. 

(2)  Waterworks. 

Early  in  June  the  Council  undertook  to  supply  the  proposed  Military 
Camps  in  the  Wolverton  St.  Mary’s  parish  with  water  during  the 
manoeuvres  ;  arrangements  were  accordingly  made  for  night  pumping, 
additional  help  at  the  pumping  station,  and  connecting  up  the  camps. 

The  results  proved  most  satisfactory,  the  Military  Authorities  being 
very  pleased  with  the  arrangements  made.  Nearty  30,UU0  gallons  were 
supplied  daily  to  the  camps  on  either  side  of  the  Wolverton  Koad. 

Various  opinions  were  expressed  at  the  time  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
putting  the  town  supply  to  such  a  test ;  the  writer,  however,  never  had 
any  doubt  about  the  adequacy  of  the  same,  and  had  no  hesitation  in  advising 
the  Council  to  undertake  to  supply  the  Military  Authorities  with  the  water 
required. 

Altogether  some  702,000  gallons  were  supplied  to  the  camps  in  24  days. 

(3)  Street  and  House  Scavenging. 

The  arrangements  for  collection  and  disposal  were  the  same  as  for  the 
previous  year.  The  tip  is  an  exceptionally  good  one,  and  so  situated  that 
there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  complaint  of  nuisance  from  it,  but  its 
distance  from  the  town  makes  the  cost  of  carting  heavy. 

WOLVERTON. 

(1)  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

At  last  the  long  delayed  improvements  in  connection  with  the  storm 
water  outfall  have  been  carried  out ;  a  double  line  of  18-inch  glazed  stone¬ 
ware  socketted  pipes  have  been  laid  from  the  works  to  the  brook,  and  a  new 
course  for  the  latter  has  been  cut  from  the  point  where  the  occupation  road 
crosses  the  brook  to  the  Newport  Pagnell  road. 

The  filters  are  being  gradually  recharged  with  new  fine  material,  and 
some  other  minor  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
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Some  trouble  was  experienced  with  the  filters  owing  to  large  quantities 
of  oil  reaching  the  works,  coining  no  doubt  from  the  Railway  Works  ;  it  is, 
however,  only  fair  to  say  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  Carriage  Works 
has  given  the  Council  every  assistance  and  is  taking  steps  to  prevent  any 
recurrence  of  the  trouble. 

(U)  Street  and  House  Scavenging. 

The  collection  of  all  trade  refuse  by  the  Council’s  men,  and  the  practice 
on  the  part  of  the  householders  of  putting  garden  refuse,  bottles,  and 
even  brickbats  and  waste  earth  and  rubble  into  the  ashbins,  makes  the 
work  in  this  department  exceptionally  heavy.  It  also  adds  to  the  cost  of 
collection  and  increases  the  difficulty  of  ultimate  disposal  of  the  refuse. 
Garden  refuse  should  be  consigned  to  its  proper  place,  the  kitchen  fire,  and 
bottles  should  be  placed  at  the  side  of  the  receptacle  for  collection  by  the 
men. 

The  Destructor  continues  to  work  satisfactorily,  but  the  price  paid  for 
labour  is  exceptional. 

ROAD  AND  STREET  WORK. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  supplies  of  road 
metal  from  the  quarries,  and  in  consequence  steam  rolling  was  not  finished 
until  the  middle  of  May. 

An  experimental  length  of  ‘“Rocmac”  was  laid  in  Wolverton,  and  as 
far  as  can  be  judged  at  present  this  form  of  construction  possesses  many 
advantages  over  the  ordinary  water-bound  road  surface. 

The  following  back  roads  and  footpaths  were  surfaced  with  tar¬ 
macadam  made  at  the  Wolverton  Sewage  Works  : — 

Footpath  West  side  of  Silver  Street,  Stony  Stratford. 

„  South  side  of  Vicarage  Walk,  „ 

Back  road  between  Cambridge  and  Windsor  Streets,  Wolverton. 

„  „  Church  Street  and  Stratford  Road,  „ 

„  „  Radcliffe  Street  and  Bedford  Street,  „ 

Most  of  the  streets  in  Stratford  and  Wolverton  were  treated  with  tar 
in  June.  The  tar  spraying  machine  purchased  two  years  ago  is  undoubtedly 
a  most  useful  and  efficient  machine,  and  its  introduction  has  considerably 
reduced  the  cost  of  this  work. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  E.  ABBOTT,  A.M.I.C.E. 


. 
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